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If this country is to continue to prosper in the years ahead, we must
hold fast to the promise of minority enterprise development. Business
growth in our minority communities creates wealth, encourages self-
sufficiency, and generates jobs where they are needed. My Administra-
tion is working hard to strengthen all of our Nation's businesses, open-
ing new domestic and international markets, stimulating the efficient
use of developed but underutilized land in older cities and towns, and
reducing the cost of borrowing for business start-ups and expansions.
These innovative efforts are making an impact, and people throughout
America are stepping forward to take advantage of the possibilities of
investment.

This week plays an important part in our work to promote the growth
of the minority business community. As we recognize America’s out-
standing minority business men and women, we honor their accom-
plishments and help spur them on to greater heights. Highlighting their
success, this occasion touches even those who have not yet dreamed
of starting their own businesses. We are all inspired by the example
our entrepreneurs have set.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM ]. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September
24 through September 30, 1995, as “Minority Enterprise Development
Week.” I call on all Americans to commemorate this event with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities, joining together to recognize the con-
tributions that minority entrepreneurs make every day to our national
economic security.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day
of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-five,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twentieth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6816 of August 16, 1995
Women’s Equality Day, 1995

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Seventy-five years ago this Nation took a great step forward by ratifying
the 19th Amendment to the Constitution. Twenty-eight simple words—
“The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex”—
brought to a triumphant conclusion the long decades of struggle waged
by generations of suffragists. Looking back from the vantage point of
the present, when the contributions and influence of women enrich
every facet of our national life, it seems remarkable that as recently as
1920 most American women were still denied their right to full partici-
pation in the political activity of this country. Our history continues
to remind us that humanity’s age-old enemies of ignorance and preju-
dice are not easily defeated.
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But defeated they were, by an army of women and men who, inspired
by the staunch courage and unswerving commitment of leaders like
Susan B. Anthony, changed people’s minds and the course of U.S. his-
tory. Using the classic tools of democracy—assembly and petition, ex-
hortation and example, peaceful protest and political shrewdness—
these champions of liberty won a lasting victory for civil rights. The
fight was hard, the margins slim, and the outcome often in doubt. But
after years of effort and sacrifice, after countless acts of courage and
conscience, advocates of women’s suffrage rejoiced as the Congress
proposed an amendment to the Constitution in 1919 and as Tennessee,
the last State needed for ratification, approved that amendment on Au-
gust 18, 1920, by a single vote, when a young legislator heeded his
mother’s plea to support suffrage. On August 26, 1920, the 19th
Amendment was finally proclaimed part of the United States Constitu-
tion, fulfilling Susan B. Anthony’s pledge that “failure is impossible.”

Women's Equality Day, while a fitting occasion to commemorate this
great victory of wisdom over ignorance, is also a time for sober reflec-
tion that American democracy is a work in progress. The Declaration
of Independence was only the first step in our long journey toward
equality for all Americans. And while we have made much progress,
until all women have an equal opportunity to develop their full poten-
tial and to make contributions that are accepted and welcomed by our
society, our freedom as a Nation will be incomplete.

Let us observe Women's Equality Day, then, both as a celebration of
past achievement and a promise for the future: a promise to promote
and protect with vigor and vigilance the rights of all our citizens; a
promise to decry the policies of exclusion and to pursue the ideal of
equality for every American; and a promise to empower all of our peo-
ple to take their rightful place as full and equal partners in the great
American enterprise.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim August 26,
1995, as “Women'’s Equality Day.” I call upon the citizens of our great
Nation to observe this day with appropriate programs and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth
day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
five, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two
hundred and twentieth.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

Proclamation 6817 of August 19, 1995

Death of Those in the U.S. Delegation in Bosnia-
Herzegovina

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a mark of respect for those who died as a result of the tragic acci-
dent near Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina, which occurred August 19,
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